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EDITORIAL
Aging and Christian Concern
Aging is an increasing reality in our day. We grow old
sooner as the retirement age is lowered. We live longer as
medical science advances.
As a church we look upon the implications of this fact
with mixed emotions. We recall our own history when
three generations shared the same homestead; indeed lived
under the same roof. We look at ancient and at primitive
cultures where the authority of the aged is not only honored but obeyed. We are impressed with the stability of
the family structure of these cultures as we compare it
with the lack of such stability in our own.
We have a sense of guilt when we maintain that "no
roof is large enough for two families." We have an inward
struggle as we face the time when our parents should no
longer maintain their own residence yet in many cases it
does not seem advisable for them to "move in" with the
children.
Certain radical changes have made their impact upon
our family structure and life. We are no longer a rural
people. The farm, which in a past generation could provide
both space and work for three generations, no longer
exists for most of us. The cost of minimum housing for
parents and children taxes the resources of the average
family income. The tempo of modern family life and the
"generation gap" is hardly conducive to the unhurried life
to which we look forward to in retirement years. The
financial provisions of Social Security and retirement programs give a financial independence to the aged that our
grandparents did not know.
Long before Social Security, modern retirement pensions, and medical advances the Brethren in Christ were
concerned with the older members of the fellowship. Messiah Home is an evidence of this concern.
The editor has had occasion to visit the Home numerous
times in recent months. Although the facilities themselves
reflect the affect of aging, the Home is a haven for many
as they reach older years. The care they receive is motivated by Christian love. But piety has been no substitute
for good management. A visitor to the home would be
impressed with its meticulous housekeeping;- the high
quality of maintenance to building and grounds; the helpful
attitude of the staff; and the concern for each one .who
calls this home.
The retirement years—lengthening as they are—need
to be productive and meaningful. The reality of this will
be partly dependent upon the attitude the individual
brings to this milestone in his life and partly upon the
church in providing the opportunities and resources necesCover Photo: The late Chief Macha whose death and funeral were
reported in the September 9 issue of the VISITOR.
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sary. Many reach this time with physical strength, mental
alertness, abilities and experience which would be of untold value to the church. The potential for service in these
resources is limited only by our vision.
Even for those who must be less active and who are
not able to assume heavy and mobile responsibilities the
retirement years can'be productive and meaningful.
We are certain that our Board of Benevolence is aware
of the advances which have been made in providing
facilities and in making these retirement years meaningful.
We may also be certain that just as past generations in
1896 and 1936 moved to meet the needs of their day so
will we. As I read news releases concerning retirement
homes and villages I am impressed with the modern
concept of retirement living. They suggest an element of
truth in Robert Browning's phrase: "Grow old along with
me, The best is yet to be."
I am also impressed that this is big business. These
institutions become an attractive investment as the residents have the resources to enable them to live in this
manner. Without a question these institutions must be
managed with the realities of economic facts in mind. But
for the church the ministry to the aged must have an
added dimension. It must be more than a business. There
needs to be that quality of love and compassion unique
to the Christian community. There needs to be an atmosphere of hope which pervades the halls and fills each
room.
(Continued on page ten)
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Our visit to India takes us from B i h a r — w h e r e our missions
a r e — i n north India, in the shadow of the mighty Himalayas
to Bangalore in south India. W e also visit Brooklyn where
the Brethren in Christ are carrying on an inner city ministry.
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Historic Peace Churches—Mennonite, Brethren, Friends—
at N e w Windsor, M d . This was an interesting experience.
The experiences o f those sessions w i l l f i n d expression in
future issues of the VISITOR. Suffice it to note that w e adults
were condemned by the zeal and sacrifice of the youth and
impressed w i t h their attitude o f Christian charity w h e n the
" e s t a b l i s h m e n t " refused to respond actively to the urgency
they felt. Their dedication a n d charitable attitude were a
high point of the consultation.
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Avoid the Rocks
Gordon Chilvers

We need only two or three photographs of a man to
know whether he is succeeding or failing. When movement is swift, these snapshots need only be a few weeks
or months apart to shew us whether the man is on the
upward or downward road.
What we know of Demas is said in less than fifty
words. Yet these few sentences combine to warn us of
a present-day peril. We are always happier to read a success story than a failure story; yet we can gain as much
from the warning of the failure as from the encouragement
of the success. We need to know the pitfalls as well as the
highways.
Sketched so rapidly, the first picture of Demas sets
him on a pinnacle for our admiration. Paul speaks of
"Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas" as "my fellow labourers" (Philemon 24). Demas was faithful to Paul in his
first imprisonment at Rome, enduring all the hardships
involved in being with the apostle then. His wanting to
work with Paul speaks highly for his spiritual calibre. John
Mark had tried it once, had found it too hard and gone
back. As Paul was a man of such deep spirituality no one
would want his company long unless he aspired to the
same degree of godliness. What a great honour Demas
had! He worked with Paul, God's greatest servant in the
early Church!
Again we see him in excellent company. Paul says:
"Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you"
(Col. 4:14). Demas enjoyed the holiest fellowship outside
Heaven. Living with men of such spiritual quality tremendously helped a man to live a Christian life. Some
people we meet today tend to draw us away from God;
Demas suffered no such disability from his friends.
Yet is silence here ominous? Just previously Paul included many faithful workers in one omnibus group for
praise. "These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me."
"Epaphras, . . . (is) always labouring fervently for you
in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all
the will of God . . . he hath a great zeal for you, and them
that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis" (Col. 4:16,
12 and 13). Luke is described as "the beloved physician."
Of Demas we have just the bald statement of his name.
He is the only one to be mentioned and not commended.
Paul praised whenever possible; he usually found something good to say of any man. This silence suggests that
Demas was neglecting his privileges and beginning to slip.
The third picture is most unhappy. Two years since the
last reference to Demas, Paul says to Timothy: "Demas
hath forsaken me" (2 Tim. 4:10).
What did Demas forsake? He forsook the truth, as it
was embodied in Paul. Life was dangerous then. Paul
needed Demas, so he had forsaken honour and loyalty.
Lange translates: "Left me in the lurch." He had forsaken
the noblest man then alive and so all that would ennoble
his nature. He had lost the high esteem of the choicest of
God's saints; more than that, he had lost the commendation
of his Lord.
Demas was a lost leader, a missing saint. In the Palace
of the Doges in Venice, among the portraits of a long
Gordon Chilvers is a free lance writer living in Norwich, England.
One of his articles "God Bless All the Missionaries" appeared in
an earlier issue of the VISITOR.
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line of merchant kings is one empty space, over which
hangs a black curtain. The face of Marino Faleri was once
there; but, proved guilty of treason, it was blotted out.
Demas' face is missing.
Our Lord described men like Demas as those "who,
when they have heard the word, immediately receive it
with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are
offended" (Mark 4:16 and 17).
But what exactly had Demas done? He did not deny
the Lord as Peter did or betray Jesus as Judas did; he just
went away. Although Paul felt Demas' departure keenly,
yet as J. H. Bernard observes, "he ascribes to him nothing
worse than desire of ease and disinclination to share the
peril which association with one already marked out for
martyrdom would involve." Crescens had gone to Galatia;
Titus to Dalmatia; Tychicus to Ephesus. All three had
gone at the call of God. We know also where Demas had
gone, but it was at the call of the world not at the call of
God.
Where had he gone wrong? He had "loved this present
world." Negatively, Paul does not say of him as Peter
said of Simon Magnus: "Thy heart is not right in the sight
of God" (Acts 8:21). No! he was no hypocrite. His new
birth was real, his faith was unfeigned and his service
had been noble.
Paul gives the exact cause of his desertion: He "loved
this present world." In two almost consecutive verses,
Paul distinguishes the sanctified believer and the unsanctified man by his love. The crown would be received by all
them "that love his appearing." Demas also loved, but it
was this age and not Jesus' appearing. The contrast between loving Christ's appearing and loving this present
world is brought out by Paul's use of the same word for
"love" and also by speaking of the world under aspects
of time.
Worldliness has slain its thousands; has strangled more
men than persecution has ever broken. What ruined Lot's
wife? the world. What ruined Achan? the world. What
ruined Haman? the world. What ruined Demas? the world.
How foolish to love the world! For "what shall it profit
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul?" (Mark 8:36), our Lord asks.
The world can be so dangerous. T. I. Crawford says of
it: "By its fair looks, and winning smiles, and flattering
and caresses, entices them to sin, while, on the other hand,
its frowns and threats, promises and hardships, deter them
from duty."
Love of the world can be a refusal to suffer for a just
cause. It was dangerous to be with Paul in his last days.
Paul was persecuted by the Jews for preaching Jesus as
the Messiah and branded by the Romans as being an ardent
exponent of an undesired religion. Any man the authorities
found in Paul's company, could share Paul's suffering and
that involved martyrdom.
Love of the world can be love of money. St. Francis of
Assisi says: "Men have confessed to me every known sin
except the sin of covetousness." To Timothy, Paul says:
"The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil: which
some reaching after have been led astray from the faith,
and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows"
(Continued on page twelve)
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THE MESSIAH HOME STORY
J. Ralph Wenger
Located in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, at 2001 Paxton
Street on the east side of the city is the Messiah Home,
the oldest institution of the Brethren in Christ Church.
It was founded in 1896 to care for the aging members of
the brotherhood, with the first building being erected at
1175 Bailey Street in Harrisburg. As the interest increased,
demanding more room than the older facility offered, the
present location was selected and a commodious building
was erected debt free in the year 1936. This building still
stands and serves as the main quarters for the institution
today.
The facility has accommodations for approximately 100
residents. The rooms vary from private to a few housing
up to four residents. Most of the rooms are private or for
two persons. There is an infirmary, a dining room, sun
parlors, and a chapel all within the main building. An
electric operated elevator serves as access from floor to
floor for those requiring such services.
There is a large and dedicated staff of workers. There
are registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, and nurses'
aids available around the clock. This kind of nursing staff
makes possible the individual, personal care needed to
serve the residents in an efficient and effective Christian
manner.
There are those who work in the dining room and
kitchen as well as the house keeping staff who keep the
place clean from basement to the third floor. It should
The writer is secretary of the Board of Trustees, Messiah Home.
H e is also the pastor of the Extension Church, Hagerstown,
Maryland, the sanctuary of which is under construction.

be said that Messiah Home has that particular touch so
typical of the Pennsylvania Dutch tradition which makes
the food have that "just a little extra" flavor.
A large garden and lawn demands a full time maintenance man. The Home has two men to care for the many
tasks which are necessary to keep everything running
smoothly. Usually one of these men serves his term of
service here in lieu of his military assignment.
Heading this large staff is the administrator who resides
in the Home and is in charge of its supervision. Dr. Titus
Books serves as administrator working closely with the
Board of Trustees which is made up of seven men chosen
by the General Conference from the brotherhood.
The Home has full occupancy with a large waiting list.
This, we believe says something as to the kind of service
Messiah Home renders. The concern of the Home and the
staff is to offer care for the aging in a vital Christian
setting. Here many residents from many different church
backgrounds come together and find warm fellowship and
expression. The pastor of the Home congregation offers
his services to all and as well provides the public worship
services for the residents. The congregation located in the
home chapel, is made up of the residents and many families
in the community.
Some of you may never have heard of Messiah Home
or having heard about it did not know the story. This is
not all of the story. We hope at a later date to share more
of it with you. In the meantime, we ask your prayers for
the work being done here. Those who have any need for
the services which the Home renders, are encouraged to
make inquiry.

In the unique Baptist Pavilion at the HemisFair (San Antonio,
Texas, '68) a 12-minute film called "Tour 14" undertook to look
back at our 20th-century civilization from an imaginary point in
future time. Said the commentator reflectively, "They found the
truth but lost its meaning. They never learned to live gently one
with another."
DECISION
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HANDS DEDICATED TO THE AGED
F. Elizabeth

Who should have hands dedicated to the aged? Is it
only those who work in homes provided for the senior
citizen? Is there anyone here today who has no contact
with individuals of this age and is excluded from all
responsibility? Rom. 15:1 tells us, "We that are strong
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak and not to please
ourselves." Part of I Peter 4:11 says, "If any man minister,
let him do it as of the ability that God giveth: that God
in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ." Even
when Jesus was dying on the cross He cared, and appointed a guardian for His mother. John responded to this
responsibility, John 19:26, 27.
There are many dimensions involved in the process of
growing old but the basic needs of food, water, oxygen,
sleep, shelter, excretion, love, security, recognition, selfdevelopment and achievement are present just as in youth
or middle age.
Dr. Bittenbender says that we are born with ten billion
nerve cells but that by the age of eighty most people have
lost twenty to twenty-five per cent of their brain cells. In
childhood and youth acquisition of knowledge and behavior patterns develop. In the period between adulthood
and old age, losses of new stimuli exceed gains.
If one understands the needs, characteristics and suitable procedures for the geriatric group (a term used for
the aged) one can more effectively provide adequate
assistance. Solomon gives a description of this period in
Ecclesiastes 12:1-7.
Changes take place in varying degrees with different
people. It is important to understand the type of loss the
individual experiences and to seek to provide suitable aid.
Some changes are deterioration of vision, loss of hearing,
slower pace, less sharp or precise motor functions, greater
reaction to noise from children or other sources, poor circulation, memory changes, etc.
Have I looked at the aged person and then looked at
myself and asked the question, "If I were in your position,
how would I like to be approached and assisted?"
If one's eyesight is diminished or gone it may be appreciated if furniture can be arranged in the simplest,
easiest location in order that one may be able to continue
helping one's self to the maximum ability. To serve as a
guide one should be a half step ahead and permit the
assisted individual to grasp one's arm. Inform the blind
when you leave the room since they do not see you go. It
could be disheartening to learn of talking to one's self. At
meal time it is helpful to be told what food is served,
where it is located, etc. Cutting of meat when necessary
can be most gratifying.
When talking with an individual whose hearing is less
keen, it helps to look at the person and talk slowly and
distinctly. Some may be embarrassed to admit they do not
quite understand, and they may then fail to follow instructions. If possible demonstrate, illustrate and check to see
that all was understood. Paranoid reactions can develop
with deafness and the idea be grasped that people are
talking about them. Hearing aids are helpful for some
but their operation needs to be understood for best results.
One individual with a new aid found rapid deterioration
of his batteries till he learned the correct way of managing
them. With an increasing loss of hearing and eyesight,
communication becomes difficult and frustrations easily
Elizabeth Hess is the head nurse at the Messiah Home.
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Hess

develop. Job said, "I was eyes to the blind and feet was
I to the lame."
The problem experienced might be in the area of
locomotion. A cane, walker or wheel chair sometimes becomes a necessity. Joints may stiffen with arthritis, but the
loss suffered is not so great for the motivated individual
engaged in useful activity as for someone otherwise
minded. This is true also in Parkinson's disease which may
result in stiffness and tremors. If fractures occur, muscle
tone can be lost rapidly. The value of motivation was seen
in a ninety-seven year old lady who had a fractured hip
but was able to walk in the hall with a walker before she
died.
Paralysis may result from a cerebral accident or stroke.
Proper positioning in bed with frequent turning can be
helpful to prevent bed sores. Also the bed linens should
be kept free from wrinkles. Motivation on the part of the
patient, plus understanding care can play a major part
in the improvement experienced with paralysis. Exercises
directed by the doctor and physiotherapist can be useful.
Challenge the person to useful goals but do not press
unduly. There may be loss of bowel and urine control that
can be mentally distressing. Loss in ability to speak clearly
or swallow normally can be frustrating both to the handicapped individual as well as to the one seeking to help,
but healthy attitudes, along with proper care, can be very
rewarding.
The problem of nutrition can be exasperating—with
food preferences, idiosyncracies and dislikes. There is a
tendency to eat less of what is good for one and more of
what is pleasing and easy to chew. Some may say they do
not like meat because it is tough or hard to chew and
may completely refuse vegetables. Protein content may
need to be maintained by other foods high in protein.
A variety of psychological changes from multiple
causes present themselves in this group, such as loss of
memory, lack of humor, increase in self-centeredness, suspicious feelings, imputing of unworthy motives. In caring
for the aged, accept them as they are. Have an attitude of
expectancy. Induce interest in living instead of self-pity.
Be a good listener and also inject stimulating ideas. Give
opportunity for questions. Repetition highly seasoned with
understanding and compassion may be productive. Give
patients the support needed, but do not carry them. Suggest instead of command, encourage instead of demand.
Ambulatory persons can get confused and go to the wrong
room. Because of this mistake they might refuse to leave
a room. Accept the challenge to correct this situation.
Sometimes amusing things are said or done. One morning
we found a lady with her garters around her head and the
heels of her stockings on top of her foot. After a nurse took
an empty tray from a ninety-five year old lady she remarked about what the nurse had done. She said, "I can't
make her to mind."
A major social adjustment may develop in this period
of life. Frequently there is a loss of a companion. To leave
familiar surroundings and be placed in a completely different atmosphere, such as moving in with one of the
children or being placed in a home for the aged, can be
very difficult. To know the past environment of the person
may aid in simplifying the adjustment period. If the
thought life can be channeled into a wholesome direction
(Continued on page thirteen)
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FROM
OUR
LETTER BOX
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
It happened in Rangoon, Burma, on a quiet evening . . .
"Laxmi," called her father from outside the house,
"tune in to FEBC quickly. It's time for the Telegu programmes. Call your mother and your brothers and sisters!"
Parking the ambulance which he drove daily, Laxmi's
father also hurried into the house. If Laxmi's footsteps
lagged, he didn't notice, for he and his wife truly love the
Lord and lose no opportunity to hear the Word of God.
But Laxmi, growing up in Burma's capital city, considered
religion something for old people. Why be bothered now?
But she joined the family group and began to listen.
Then it happened! All the resistance in her heart melted
as once again she heard about the love of the Lord Jesus
Christ . . . She opened her heart to the Saviour and then,
with thanksgiving, wrote to us:
"We listen to all of your programmes as a
family. The Lord spoke to me through the message
today, and I accept Jesus Christ right now as my
personal Savior. Now I want to know more of
Him. Will you please help me?"
Along with thousands of other young people, Laxmi is
challenged to the highest, because Christians care enough
to share the message of Jesus Christ by radio.
From one satisfied customer to another!—in Tamilnad
Usually it is Christians who tell their non-Christian
friends about the broadcasts, but this time . . . .
Jesuratnam stood on his Hindu neighbour's doorstep
and knocked.
"Yes, who is it?" came the response from inside.
"Jesuratnam."
"Ah, yes, Jesuratnam. Yes, yes, please come in! You've
caught us, my Christian friend. We're listening to one of
our favourite programmes."
"But . . . that's a Christian lyric!" stammered Jesuratnam, with a glance at the entire family, listening to the
Tamil programme. "What beautiful music! Where does it
come from? I didn't know there were any Christian programmes like this on the radio . . . . "
"Ah, yes," said his Hindu friend rubbing his hands
together in pleasure. "It's all about your Jesus Christ, and
we like it very much. This is FEBC, Manila; but the voice
is Tamilian."
Along came the following letter from the Christian:
Dear brother in Christ. Greetings. I listened to
your Vedha Vazhi programme accidentally in a
Hindu friend's home. Praised be His name! I was
very happy. Please send me the detail of your programmes. May God bless you all who labour to
bring about these blessings."
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter are missionaries to India under
the Brethren in Christ Board for Missions on loan to the Far East
Broadcasting Company. They are living in Bangalore which is
located in the southern part of India.
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Allen Buckwalter on the job with the Far East Broadcast.

And in Andhra Pradeslh . . .
A strange, new thing had entered Subba Reddi's life;
and he moved restlessly around the room. Sometimes he
wanted to listen and, other times, he felt he would never
again listen . . . In his conflict all the training of the years
was nothing but darkness . . . Of what use were those
gods? Why go anymore to the temple? Why not learn
more about Jesus? The voice over the radio kept telling
him every day that Jesus is the Light of the world.
Suddenly, on impulse, he sat down and wrote: "Please
send me some books about Jesus. I am listening to your
programme and I want to know more."
The letter opened the door for personal counselling.
Subba Reddi's heart was hungry, but his mind was filled
with questions and doubts. Four months later, however,
he once again sat down and wrote:
I am strongly convicted in my heart of my spiritually
lost condition. Now I accept Him as my Saviour.
He is my God. My Light and the Light of the
world. I told many people about Jesus Christ and
about my experience. Some believed. Some didn't.
The very act of telling people about Jesus is my
reward [italics ours]. Thanks for the Radio Gospel."
Radio, "handmaid" of a congregation in Rangoon,
Burma . . .
Pastor Joseph looked at his watch. Ah! The first worshippers would soon be gathering—time to tune the radio
to FEBC, Manila, so that everything would be ready. He
expected a good crowd today, for the word was spreading
that the Telegu-speaking people could hear the Christian
message in their mother-tongue at Pastor Joseph's church. . .
Pastor Joseph opened the service with singing and
prayer; then he switched on the radio. It was as though
the Christian speakers were standing in the room. Everyone listened quietly until the end of the programme, and
then Pastor Joseph continued the service with his flock.
His wife wrote a note of thanks:
Your radio programmes are very clearly heard.
Many people are coming to hear. Christians are being strengthened spiritually. We have a rich harvest
this year. This month—ten baptisms in our church."
We covet your prayers for wisdom and discretion to
meet each one's need in the power of the Holy Spirit.
The harvest is ripe and the outreach LARGE! Thank you
for sharing with us.
Evangelical Visitor

Floods in Bihar
"Heavy rains and devastating floods," writes John
Sider, "are a part of India—just as famine, plague
and early death—and we came uncomfortably close
to being flooded out ourselves. With one-quarter
inch remaining between the water level outside and
our floor level inside, and with sand bags at the
doors, the rains stopped! Our house is an island but
the water is receding."
Thanks to God for His kind providence, our missionaries were spared flood damage. Many thousands of people
lost their lives; and others, all their possessions.
Application was made to OXFAM (Oxford Committee
for Famine Relief) for a flood relief grant. Superintendent
Harvey Sider writes (Oct. 23):
OXFAM has granted us Rs. 29,000 (about $3,866).
This is but a drop in the bucket, for in our Banmankhi block alone there are 800 homes destroyed. And
our area is one of the lesser damaged areas. As more
and more reports come in, the country is beginning
to realize the drastic toll of life. North of Supaul,
of the 28,000 families living below the dam, as yet
only 18,000 have been accounted for. Tonight's
paper reports that in one town north of Purnea,
3,000 people died from the flood. So when one begins to compile statistics, they are staggering . . .
The road to Madhipura has not yet been opened.
If the Church in America is interested
—in this flood situation, this is good.
But at this time, there is no paint in trying to
send money earmarked for this flood relief. By the
time it came, the greatest need will have passed.
Also, at this point, I don't think we as a mission are
interested in administering more than the sum given
by OXFAM.

This is a different thing from drought! While
food is needed then in spots, how does a small organization like ours even begin a program such as
this flood presents?
Of course plans for help are being made. In applying
to OXFAM, the Mission Treasurer, Dr. Lowell Mann
stated that two other men of our mission group would be
administering this grant: James Cober, working with flood
victims near Supaul, living inside the Kosi embankment,
would help the victims by making small cash donations
to help rebuild houses as well as distributing blankets and,
perhaps, articles of clothing. ]ohn Sider's plan of help was
as follows: To work in cooperation with the District
Magistrate and local councils:
"In Banmankhi block, 800 homes have been destroyed, and so we are being assigned three or four
villages. The entire area north of Purnea was flooded
out, so here again we are rebuilding . . . Building
will conform to the standard now prevailing in villages and according to the suggested government
help of Rs. 50 (about $5) per house. We will plan to
give assistance to rebuild 200 homes as well as provide blankets."

Meet
Our VSer-

bonito Mennonite Hospital, Puerto Rico, in the summer
of 1956. He also was giving Voluntary Service during his
vacation from student nursing at Bellevue Hospital, New
York City. After graduation he continued to work in New
York City.
In 1965, Mr. Whitwell made a round-the-world trip and
included Madhipura in his itinerary. Arriving in Calcutta
early December of that year, he visited all the mission
stations in our area, sandwiched trips to Darjeeling and
Nepal into his six-week stay here, and went along for
part of the annual Christmas tour among the Santals and
Uraons.
Now he has returned to give Voluntary Service for
approximately six to nine months. After that first visit,
he worked in Viet Nam under an American construction
firm as a civilian nurse that often had to serve as doctor
too! This experience gives him an excellent background
in tropical situations. Having been at our hospital before,
he realized the type of program he would face here—the
isolation, poverty, and lack of modern facilities.
Already he has made a big impression on the people
by his cheerfulness, his willingness to serve—and his size!
We thank the Lord for this provision of a Voluntary Nurse
at Madhipura Christian Hospital.

Jay Whitwell, R.N.
Anna Jean Mann
Eagerly awaited and warmly welcomed, he arrived at
Madhipura, Saturday evening, September 28. He started
work immediately when a TB patient hemorrhaged and
needed extra care and close observation.
A tall (6T") well fed American whose hometown is
Grapevine, Texas, and church affiliation is Baptist, he
contacted Lancaster County Mennoifites in 1951 and has
many friends among them. Lowell and I first met Mr.
Whitwell when we were in Voluntary Service in the AiDecember 2, 1968

This emergency, plunging our missionaries into
unscheduled responsibilities that draw heavily
upon their strength and sympathy, ere we at
home are aware, points up again the need for our
sustained intercession for, and financial support
of, these representatives of our Lord and the
Church.
BCM Office

(7)

CHRISTIAN ]

YOUTH

Youth

-

Sunday

THE UNWANTED GIFT!
by Felipe Alou
Atlanta Braves

Outfielder

June 7, 1958—the most important day of my life. It all
began with a banquet given in my honor after I had returned home to the Dominican Republic from my first
season of professional baseball. This was quite a big affair
and I was a trifle embarrassed by it all. Dozens of my
friends were there and they gave me a wide assortment of
gifts. The most ridiculous gift was from one of my closest
friends, Roque Martinez, who gave me a Bible. To be
honest, the Bible wasn't a very useful thing to me and it
didn't interest me in the least. Still, I couldn't refuse it.
My accepting the gift pleased my friend, but if my
parents had found out about it they would have been
displeased. The reason they would have been upset was
because at that time the Catholic priests at home didn't
want people reading the Bible.
When I got home with my unwanted gift, I hid it in
my suitcase. Not once did I give that book a thought. When
it came time for me to pack for my return to the United
States several months later, I opened up my suitcase—
and there was that Bible. As I packed I said to myself,
"I'm going to leave this book home." Then I realized that
there wasn't any safe hiding place, that if left behind this
troublesome book would be found by my mother and it
would make her very angry. There seemed to be no alternative other than to take that book with me.
After I had been in the states awhile I discovered that
it was nice to have the Bible with me: at least it was written in Spanish and it was something I could read with
ease.
A year later, in 1958, I was playing for Phoenix, Ariz.,
in the Pacific Coast League and it was while on a trip to
Seattle, Wash., that word arrived for me to come down and
make my big league debut with the Giants. When I
checked into the hotel in San Francisco the next day,
there was a lengthy cablegram waiting for me. It was
from my friend Roque. His wire congratulated me on being
called up by the Giants, urged me to read Proverbs 3:3-7
in the Bible and told me that there was another step upward that I had to take on my own. Roque was hoping
that I would understand and that I would become a Christian before playing my first major league game. As far as
I knew, I was a Christian; I had gone to church faithfully
since childhood.
I spent most of the day thinking about Roque. Some
of the words that he asked me to read kept fluttering
around in my mind:
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine
own'eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil."
As often as I reread Roque's cable and as often as
I looked at Proverbs 3:3-7, I was moved by merely one
(8)
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The biblical portions to be studied for
the 1968-1969 Bible Quiz are the Gospel
According to Mark and the Epistle to the
Philippians.
thought: this wire must have cost poor, struggling Roque
quite a bit of money.
When I awoke the next morning the sun was shining.
To myself I thought, "This is going to be a special day."
Little did I realize how special that day would be. I could
hardly wait to get to Seal Stadium where the Giants were
playing in this, their first year on the west coast. As I put
on a Giant uniform for the first time, Al Worthington, a
pitcher for the club, came over to my locker. He had spoken
to me when I had been at the Ciant training camp in
Phoenix that spring. I was a little leery of him; he had
spoken to me about reading my Bible when we were in
Arizona and he had even written me a few letters about
this matter after I had been farmed out. You don't have to
be around Al Worthington long before realizing that he is
a devout man and a man who is as much of a missionary
as he is a pitcher. Sure enough, no sooner had he welcomed
me to the club when he started talking about the Bible.
Had I been reading it? Well, yes.
Had I accepted Christ as my personal Savior? What?
Within minutes, Worthington explained some of the
things in the Bible that had befuddled me. God, he told
me, had sent his Son to die on the cross in order to forgive
men for their sins and to give to each one who would believe in Him a life everlasting. Portions of Scripture, vaguely remembered and vaguely understood, came to mind.
The more Al talked, the more the pieces in this huge
jigsaw puzzle fitted together. It hadn't made sense before,
mostly because I hadn't wanted it to and because I had
only been reading words and had not given them a second
thought. My mind was racing, yet attentive. The real
meaning of the Bible, of Roque's urgings, of life—they
struck me with a clarity and power that stunned me. At
some time or other, each of us has given thought to the
fact that there is a great mystery to life, that there must
be some far deeper reason for life than we can see.
"Do you understand?" Worthington was saying.
"Yes."
"Then now is the time for you to accept Christ into
your heart."
"Here?"
"Right here. This is one thing you can't put off."
So right there, in the middle of the Giant clubhouse,
I got down on my knees and asked Christ to cleanse me of
my sin and to come into my heart.
We played the Cincinnati Reds that day and on the
first pitch thrown to me in the big leagues, a fastball by
(Continued on page nine)
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EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

School - Home

The Dynamic of the Sunday School
John A. Byers
Already several months of the Fall Sunday School program have passed. October, with its stimulation of the Forward Campaign, has come and gone. Now is an excellent
time to evaluate the potential of the Sunday School. Has
it accomplished anything or does it show promise of
accomplishing things for Christ?
The worth of an evaluation is dependent upon the
criterion upon which you base it. Some Sunday Schools
will feel a sense of satisfaction and success. There are other
Sunday Schools who, no doubt, feel they have utterly
failed. Yet probably both of these groups are basing most
of their evaluation upon a numerical growth. Such an
evaluation is not always accurate.
There are several factors to be considered in making
an evaluation. One factor is how you judge success. It may
well be that the Sunday School with a feeling of satisfaction has had a numerical growth but has not done much
planning. The other Sunday School feels defeated simply
because it has not seen an increase in attendance even
though it has a well planned program. The social, cultural
and geographical factors must also be considered. If a
Sunday School is located in a community dominated by
one particular faith or where there is an abundance of
churches, its work will be slow and difficult. However, a
Sunday School that is in a community which is open and
ready for the ministry of the Church will find its work
encouraging and rewarding. Thus it is important to understand what is the dynamic of the Sunday School.
Sunday School, along with the Church, is fighting a
battle against institutionalism. Wayne E. Buchannan, NSSA
Executive Secretary, says the Sunday School is fighting
an enchantment with the institution rather than enjoying
a creative approach to the ministry. ("Evangelical Visitor,"
October 21, 1968). In becoming an institution the Sunday
School is in danger of making the standards of society and
its own teaching one and the same thing. Instead of developing a deep sensitivity to the voice of God, the Sunday
School becomes a supportative arm of society. Then the
Sunday School's image of God is distorted because it is
based on the group's idea of God and not the biblical
understanding of God. This leads to a wrong conception
of what is important in the Sunday School. While training,
organization and a good program are all very important,
they are not the real "fire power" of the Sunday School.
The charisma is the dynamic of the Sunday School. The
charisma is the divine grace of God operating in the lives
of believers to enable them to serve the Church. The
Sunday School which possesses the charisma will have a
good program, trained teachers and a definite plan, but it
will use them as instruments instead of making them the
John A. Byers is the pastor of the Souderton Congregation and
is a member of the Commission on Sunday School.
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dynamic. Then the Sunday School will have a creative
ministry. It will not say our program is most important,
or there is no need for program. The Spirit will keep the
Sunday School from the problem of extremes or from becoming stereotyped.
The manifestation of the charisma in the Sunday School
will be seen in many ways. The Board of Christian Education will continue to see that the program is adequate. Yet
it will not schedule its program so neatly and compactly
that the Spirit cannot work. The Sunday School superintendent will be looking for teachers with an added dimension. He will want a teacher who understands there are
moments when one needs to leave the well paved roads
of the lesson material to travel untrodden paths that inquiring minds desire to explore. The charisma will cause
the teacher to realize that the presenting of well arranged
ideas clothed in the proper age language is not enough.
There needs to be a personal relationship so the student
can see Christianity at work and so the teacher can learn
of the pupil's struggles. This relationship will affect the
student. He will realize that God cannot be compartmentalized. God cannot be put in a straight jacket. God wants
to break in upon man at anytime from anywhere.
Keep on evaluating your Sunday School as time passes,
but in the evaluation look to see if you have the dynamic
of the charisma. This is what causes things to happen.
Try it.

The Unwanted Gift
(Continued from page eight)
Brooks Lawrence, I singled sharply to left field. My next
time up, I again hit the first pitch to left, this time for a
double. Getting hits in my first two times up meant a lot
to me, but far more meaningful was my acceptance of
Christ. Those hits were important for the moment; Christ
has been, and will be, important forever.
People often say that the Lord works in strange ways
and I marvel at what He did for me, giving me an unwanted Bible, forcing me to take it to the states, getting
me to glance at it just enough so that a few words from
Al Worthington were sufficient to open my eyes.
Looking backward, there was only one regret; had I
accepted Christ earlier, it would have made my path so
much easier for me during my days as a young player. This
was not to say that a Christian fife is trouble-free. With
His help, though, the deep problems that beset me in the
beginning would have been less burdensome.
The above excerpts from Chapters 4 and 7, Felipe Ahu-My
T.ife and Baseball, written by Felipe Alou with Herm Weiskopf,
copyright in 1967 by Word Books, Waco, Texas. Used by permission.
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A Project Completed
Doeth Good Like Medicine

Enjoy a "Giving Spree"
This Christmas
W i t h Christmas near at h a n d , remember that you can
help others at home and a b r o a d in Christ's name
through BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS—
• by sponsoring a child in school in India ( 4 SPIC
children, @ $60 per year, are without sponsors
for ' 6 8 ) .
• by supporting missionaries and VS workers in
needy lands. A person w o r k i n g among the needy
is often w o r t h more than material things ( f o o d ,
clothing, e t c . ) .
• by contributing t o w a r d the emergency relief
needs in our w o r l d — i n India, Biafra, Viet Nam
a n d other troubled areas.

Attendants at Roxbury Campmeeting in August
of this year were charmed with the canopy set-up
calling attention to the Children's Camp project—
$500 for Gospel Literature for India and Japan.
Evenly divided between the two countries checks
totalling $536.08 were received at the Missions Office
from the Children's Camp.
Let our prayers follow the seed until it finds
lodgement in a human heart! The Children's Camp
was under the direction of Rev. and Mrs. Marlin
Ressler.

• b y contributing to the w o r k of nationals. (Believing in the establishment of churches by the
nationals as much as possible, our practice is to
supplement rather than to give full support.)
• by supporting the GENERAL FUND, which is the
l i f e - b l o o d of the Missions p r o g r a m .
Shall w e give only of
of the world lives in
quality of our giving
being in the family of

Missions Office

Aging and Christian Concern

Board for Missions
General Fund Statement

(Continued from page two)
It is more than a business because the church needs
to keep in mind those who are of average means or less.
In spite of social security, retirement pensions, and personal savings which affluence and frugality combine to
provide there will be those less able to meet the demands
of long years of retirement. Either because of misfortune
or mismanagement; or because of a life of financial sacrifice for the sake of the gospel; or the squeeze of longevity
and inflation they will have less resources than others.
These cannot be forgotten as we look to the future.
The Rrethren in Christ have sought by name and
practice to preserve the New Testament emphasis upon
the brotherhood of those who are in the family of faith.
There is scripture for giving priority to the needs of the
brother. There is a biblical basis for bearing one another's
burdens. There is the truth that when one member of the
body suffers the whole body suffers. This surely has implications in the care for the aged.
Our society is on the threshold of a new day in its
care of the aged. To this new day the church needs to give
that added element of Christian insight to assure that
these retirement years are productive and significant; that
the atmosphere is one of Christian joy and hope; and that
the doctrine of love for the brother be actualized in care
provided for all of those whose race is almost run.
(10)

our abundance while so much
want? Let's see to it that the
this Christmas identifies us as
God.

Third Quarter 1968
Canadian Balance, July 1, 1968
U.S.A. Balance, July 1, 1968
Canadian Receipts
U.S.A. Receipts
Reimbursements

$ 1 703 34
(3,000.96)
6,252.23
64^225.67
3,036.66

Total Receipts and Balances
$72,216.94
Disbursements
U.S.A.
Canada
Administration
$ 9,483.01 $ 865.62
Personnel
12,546.95
Informational Services
4,172.08
54.55
Africa
8,633.77
2,572.50
India
4,952.15
50.16
Japan
5,356.25
Nicaragua
864.93
Bangalore
450.00
Delhi
860.01
Chicago
694.98
Navajo
1,524.99
San Francisco
430.00
Mission Churches
6,787.35
610.50
Extension Churches
11,782.49
2,559.99
Christian Service Ministries
4,474.50
$73,013.46 $6,713.32~
Total Disbursements
_
— 79,726.78
Deficit Balance, September 30, 1968
($ 7,509.84)
U.S.A.
Canada

Analysis of Balance
-

($8,752.09)
1,242.25
($7,509.84)
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MEN'S FELLOWSHIP and BROOKLYN

Presentation of key to the van supplied by the Men's Fellowship.
John Ebersole (left) VS Unit leader receives the key from Raymond
Hess.

The 1967-68 project of the BCMF totalled $4228.14.
The 1968 Dodge van was purchased to make possible a
growing ministiy on the part of the Voluntary Service
Unit which supplements the ministiy of the Brooklyn
Mission Church. The remaining balance of the fund will be
used toward the support of the unit leader. This project
represents the vital concerns of the men's organization of
the denomination to become vitally involved in a witness to
people in the inner city who are caught in the converging
forces of social disintegration. They recognize that our
most effective tools are people with true Christian compassion. The van is a tool to help our workers function
effectively.
There is growing realization that the church has opportunities to put its major emphasis on a ministry of
people to people. The mood of our times relegates bricks
and mortar to secondary importance. Each of our repre-

The Brethren in Christ Men's Fellowship Project for
1968 was assigned to Brooklyn, New York where an inner
city program is being developed. The events of last spring
resulting in the closing of a Brethren in Christ ministry in
Chicago caused the Men's Fellowship organization and
the Board for Missions to make this change.
DEDICATION OF VAN

On Sunday evening, October 27, the key to a new
Dodge van was presented to John Ebersole, Assistant
Pastor and VS Unit Leader of the Brooklyn Brethren in
Christ Mission, at Shenks church, Deodate, Pennsylvania.
This impressive ceremony came at the conclusion of a
Christ's Crusaders service at which a Harvest Ingathering
of non-perishable foods was presented to the Brooklyn
Mission. The VS personnel from Brooklyn spoke in this
service. The presentation was made by Raymond Hess,
on behalf of the Men's Fellowship Commission. Pastor
John Fries, Jr. of the Shenks church prayed the prayer of
dedication.

The van provided by BCMF stands in front of Brooklyn Church.

sentatives on the front lines of service and witness must
be given adequate moral, physical and spiritual support.
—Missions Office

CAMP FREEDOM
January 22-February 2
Memorial Holiness Camp
Anniversary Booklet
Copies of the 25th Anniversary Booklet of the
Memorial Holiness Camp are available. The price is
$1.50 each. Orders should be sent to Rev. O. U. Herr,
Route 1, Clayton, Ohio 45345.

December 2,1968

The mid-winter camp meeting known as Camp
Freedom will be held January 22-February 2, 1969 at
the camp grounds at St. Petersburg, Florida.
Speakers include Bishop C. B. Byers, H. Robb
French, Fred Holland, Earl Lehman, Dale Ulery,
and Harry Hock. Music will be furnished by The
Edwards Trio, Hobe Sound Bible College and others.
Those desiring additional information should
write:
Camp Freedom
6980 54th Avenue No.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33709
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PULPIT and PEW

Exposition Must Have Application
By A. W. Tozer
CHARLES G. FINNEY BELIEVED that Bible teaching
without moral application could be worse than no teaching
at all and could result in positive injury to the hearers. I
used to feel that this might be an extreme position, but
after years of observation I have come around to it, or to
a view almost identical with it.
There is scarcely anything so dull and meaningless as
Bible doctrine taught for its own sake. Truth divorced
from life is not truth in its biblical sense, but something
else and something less. Theology is a set of facts concerning God, man and the world. These facts may be and often
are set forth as values in themselves; and there lies the
snare both for the teacher and for the hearer.
The Bible is among other things a book of revealed
truth. That is, certain facts are revealed that could not be
discovered by the most brilliant mind. These facts are of
such a nature as to be past finding out. They were hidden
behind a veil, and until certain men who spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost took away that veil no
mortal man could know them. This lifting of the veil of
unknowing from undiscoverable things we call divine
revelation.
The Bible, however, is more than a volume of hitherto
unknown facts about God, man and the universe. It is a
book of exhortation based upon those facts. By far the
greater portion of the book is devoted to an urgent effort
to persuade people to alter their ways and bring their lives
into harmony with the will of God as set forth in its pages.
No man is better for knowing that God in the beginning created the heaven and the earth. The devil knows
that, and so did Ahab and Judas Iscariot. No man is better
for knowing that God so loved the world of men that He
gave His only-begotten Son to die for their redemption.
In hell there are millions who know that. Theological truth
is useless until it is obeyed. The purpose behind all doctrine is to secure moral action.
What is generally overlooked is that truth as set forth
in the Christian Scriptures is a moral thing; it is not
addressed to the intellect only, but to the will also. It
addresses itself to the total man, and its obligations cannot
be discharged by grasping it mentally. Truth engages the
citadel of the human heart and is not satisfied until it has
conquered everything there. The will must come forth and

Avoid the Rocks
(Continued from page three)
(1 Tim. 6:10 ASV).
It can be love of ease. Chrysostom put it thus: "Demas
chose to luxuriate at home." How many Christians, once
keen and constant at worship, and active in service, now
"luxuriate at home"! Though perfectly well, and with no
home duties compelling, they are absent from public
worship.
It can be the world's pleasure. Pleasure is a peril that
draws aside many from devotion to Christ. What begins
as legitimate recreation gets out of hand. More and more
attention is given to the pursuit, until it grips like a vice.
(12)

surrender its sword. It must stand at attention to receive
orders, and those orders it must joyfully obey. Short of
this any knowledge of Christian truth is inadequate and
unavailing.
Bible exposition without moral application raises no
opposition. It is only when the hearer is made to understand that truth is in conflict with his heart that resistance
sets in. As long as people can hear orthodox truth divorced
from life they will attend and support churches and institutions without objection. The truth is a lovely song
become sweet by long and tender association; and since
it asks nothing but a few dollars and offers good music,
pleasant friendships and a comfortable sense of well-being,
it meets with no resistance from the faithful. Much that
passes for New Testament Christianity is little more than
objective truth sweetened with song and made palatable
by religious entertainment.
Probably no other portion of the Scriptures can compare
with the Pauline Epistles when it comes to making artificial
saints. Peter warned that the unlearned and the unstable
would wrest Paul's writings to their own destruction and
we have only to visit the average Bible conference and
listen to a few lectures to know what he meant. The
ominous thing is that the Pauline doctrines may be taught
with complete faithfulness to the letter of the text without
making the hearers one whit the better. The teacher may
and often does so teach the truth as to leave the hearers
without a sense of moral obligation.
One reason for the divorce between truth and life may
be the lack of the Spirit's illumination. Another surely is
the teacher's unwillingness to get himself into trouble. Any
man with fair pulpit gifts can get on with the average
congregation if he just "feeds" them and lets them alone.
Give them plenty of objective truth and never hint that
they are wrong and should be set right, and they will be
content.
On the other hand, the man who preaches truth and
applies it to the lives of his hearers will feel the nails and
the thorns. He will lead a hard life, but a glorious one.
May God raise up many such prophets. The church needs
them badly.
(A. W. Tozer was editor of T H E ALLIANCE WITNESS from
1950 until his death in 1963. This article is from the book Of God
and Men. Used by permission.

We are told that "Demas" means "popular." The thirst
for popularity has ruined thousands. Demas is the disciple
who avoids dangerous doctrines and dangerous situations;
and loves the world's praises. When Henry of Navarre was
urged by Beza, the Reformer, to be more courageous for
Christ's cause, the King replied: "I am the friend of the
Reformers; but I am resolved to put out no further to sea
than I can get back safely to shore in case of storm."
Afterwards he used the awful words: "Paris is worth a
Mass." The Christian who seeks to be popular in the world
has already lost his crown.
Christ and His cause are never popular. Jesus warned
us that being popular was not good: "Woe unto you, when
all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to
the false prophets" (Luke 6:26). Indeed He commended
Evangelical Visitor

the reverse: "Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you,
and when they shall separate you from their company, and
shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for
the Son of man's sake" (Luke 6:22).
Being drawn back to the world is not the result of an
isolated tug at the heart. At a special moment the gentle
pull begins. Resisted then, it will never grip us. If not
resisted, the hold gradually strengthens. Though the man
may still appear to be as diligent as ever, the heart feels
an increasing longing for the world. Soon the force of the
world's attraction is so strong that the break comes. Then
everyone can see what only the man himself knew before,
the pull of the world was stronger than his devotion to
the Lord.
When "Mark Twain," the pen name of Samuel Clemens,
was a young man he married a beautiful Christian girl
named Livy. Being devoted to her Lord, she wanted a
family altar and prayer at meals. They had this for a time
after marriage. Then one day Sam said: "Livy, you can
go on with this by yourself if you want to, but leave me
out. I don't believe your God, and you're only making a
hypocrite out of me." Fame and affluence came. Livy's
early devotion to her Lord slackened. The hour of bitterest
need came. Sam Clemens then said: "Livy, if your Christian faith can help you now, turn to it." Livy replied:
"I can't Sam; I haven't any; it was destroyed a long time
ago."
But having fallen, is there anything that Demas could
have done? Yes. We remember Christ's words: "Repent,
and do the first works" (Rev. 2:5 ASV). Demas could
have responded to our Lord's counsel.
We all want success. Everyone hates a failure. If we
have slipped we can recall and act on our Lord's words
and then shame will depart from us. We can be steadfast
like Luke who remained with Paul whatever the danger.
Then we shall at last hear the Lord's commendation.
It is better not to fall than to know how to pick ourselves up. How then can we resist a fall like Demas had?
We must spend time with the Lord every day. That will
help to kill the world's attraction. Then we must learn
to live on the Lord's resources. These resources will help
us to overcome temptation. So we shall love not the world,
but the appearing of Jesus Christ.

Dedicated Hands
(Continued from page five)
benefits frequently are experienced. Don't make major
issues over trivials. Perhaps some changes can be made
gradually.

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
News from the Montgomery Church, Pa.,
where Rev. Paul Z. Hess is pastor: "Seated
on bales of straw in Wilbur Martin's barn,
Montgomery's Christ's Crusaders viewed the
Bobby Richardson Story, listened to special
singing and special "thank you's" to God for
manifold blessings. Topped the evening with
delicious hot food plus a wild, wild "walk in
the dark"—not soon to be forgotten."
In the Chambcrsburg, Pa., Brethren* in
Christ Church
October 20,
1968 Rev.
Ray Brubaker, commentator for the radio
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Much satisfaction and usefulness can develop from
hobbies. Some such are sewing, mending, knitting, crocheting, embroidery, jig-saw and cross-word puzzles, letter
writing, preparing used cards for missionary use, making
scrap books, rolling bandages, art, photography, helping
others who are handicapped, etc. At Messiah Home one
person received second prize in a hobby show for handcraft. Another learned the touch system in typing when he
was eighty-one and though blind types many letters to
relatives, missionaries and friends. One ninety-two year
old man still mends clothing and many books and makes
little baskets out of peach seeds—without glasses. Individuals who are strongly motivated find other methods of
expression when limitations develop, instead of giving up.
It is essential that the life of the soul be given proper
attention. Not only do all need a new life in Christ, but
this life—even as the physical—needs continual nourishment.
When the apostle Paul was nearing the end of life he
continued to press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. At this age there is
much change, but as long as mental capacity is clear progress should be experienced. God's Word may be received by
reading, from records or the radio, in visitation, or through
church services. Prayer is essential since Satan attacks
regardless of age. Likely he will use new tactics but God
still has a way of escape. God has a task for each. When
the Rev. I. O. Musser was unable to work he prayed, and
God directed him to a telephone ministry. He made 6,000
calls the two closing years of his life. He prayed for God's
direction, used the telephone directory and covered pages
of names in making calls. He told the individual he had
good news, gave Scripture and had prayer. If the other
party started conversation the call would be longer. Many
were helped and one person is coming regularly to services
at Messiah Home Chapel through this ministry. Many
thanked him and said that it was just what they needed.
Letter writing to souls who need God or who long for
encouragement can be done effectively. Eternity will reveal what has been done by senior citizens who were
faithful in prayer. One ninety-five year old lady will sometimes say she has had a burden for someone. Frequently
later she will find there was definite need at that time.
These and many other things illustrate the need for
hands dedicated to the aged. This care should seek to
give an environment that is fitting to personal dignity
even in the midst of physical, mental and emotional limitations and spiritual needs. Team work is valuable in a home
or institution to satisfactorily do this. The proper spirit
and desire to go beyond specific duties carry weight. Let
us all ask the question, "Are these golden years of the lives
whom I contact receiving satisfactory care from dedicated
hands?"

program "God's News behind the News,"
spoke of his work. He was accompanied by his
wife and Grace Fortin, a converted Broadway
singer and organist.
The new Ladies' Residence Hall at Messiah
College was dedicated Sunday afternoon,
October 20. Dr. Paul Lenhert, assistant chairman of the Board of Trustees, gave the
address.
Bishop Henry Ginder reports in his Allegheny Echo, "DIAL YOUR FAMILY BIBLE"
—This is the name of a new and fresh ministry by the Carlisle Brethren in Christ church.
People are invited to dial 249-4100 any time
during the day or night. They receive
through tape recording, inspiration and bibli-

cal encouragement. Pastor Winger says—"Response to the ministry has been very good.
An average of over 50 calls per day. The message terminates with a brief "soft call" invitation to "leave your name and address if
you wish." In response to this we have mailed
27 pieces of literature and letters. W e have
a most interesting compilation of comments."
We should be hearing more from this ministry.
A great day of fellowship was experienced
in the Belleville Brethren in Christ Church as
273 ladies were served a typical Amish lunch
when the Allegheny Conference held their
W M P C Retreat. An offering of over $500.00
was received. After the expenses of the day
were deducted, the balance went toward the
project for the year—a new staff house in
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Japan. The 1969 Retreat-Tuesday,
14, at t h e Hollowell Church, Pa.

October

The Baltimore Brethren in Christ have been
active during the past quarter: They had their
Sixth Anniversary the last Sunday in September with the Revelaires, gospel singers of
Harrisonburg, Va., sharing in the morning
worship service. They also presented a full
program in the afternoon.
Dr. Robert Smith, Lititz, Pa., was the guest
speaker November 10, 1968 at the Baltimore
Brethren in Christ Church, Md.
The news from the Martinsburg Brethren
in Christ Church: Speakers for Sunday October 20, 1968 were Miss Jane Monn in the
morning and Miss Martha Lady in the evening.
Miss Monn is waiting clearance to go to India
and Miss Lady having completed two terms
on the African mission field will be returning
there shortly.
November 3 the Christ's Crusaders gave a
program "This is Your Life" featuring the
pastor, Rev. Bruce Urey, with pictures and
letters of times and friends during his life.
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
From the Manor, Pa., Brethren in Christ
bulletin for November 17, 1968: "The offerings during our Missionary Conference last
weekend totaled $6,883.01, bringing our total
for the year to $21,010.56 for the Board for
Missions."
Mr. and Mrs. J. Earl Martin, Sr., married
October 3 1 , 1918, by the late Bishop Henry
Hoffer, recently celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Members of the Mt. Pleasant
congregation for fifty-six years, the Martins

and is staying with the John Kiblers and
working in the Choma Bookroom until the first
of the year at which time he plans to be teaching Mathematics or English at the Choma
Secondary School.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
Bishop Roy Sider of Canada was elected
president of the Ontario Sunday School Association at their convention held in Ottawa
in October. Each Friday morning in November except Nov. 1 Bishop Sider taught Bible
classes at Niagara Christian College.
A beautiful Conn organ was installed recently at the Falls View, Ontario, Brethren
in Christ Church. Ross Nigh is the pastor.
Bridlewood Church in Toronto had an attendance of over 90 to hear Rev. John Graybill, missionary to Japan, at a Father-Son
banquet. This congregation is compiling a
family photo album for every member and
adherent.

Rev. William Engle and wife of Dayton,
Ohio moved to South Mountain Chapel, Pa.,
November 17 where he will take up the pastorate. Rev. Thomas Bouch former pastor has
moved to Adney Gap, Va. where he has become the pastor.
From the Maytown Brethren in Christ Bulletin,- November 3, 1968: "A letter has been
received from Dale Bicksler informing us
that he arrived at Choma, Zambia, October 4,
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MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Eyster were honored
on their 50th wedding anniversary, Sunday,
September 1, with a reception at their home
in Thomas, Oklahoma. Hosts for the reception
were their five children: Mr. and Mrs. George
Eyster and family, Guthrie, Oklahoma, Mr. and
Mrs. Gerald Eyster and family, Chino, Calif.,
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Eyster, and family,
Albuquerque, New Mexico, Mrs. Mary B.
Hooper and family, Weatherford, Oklahoma,
and Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Eyster, New
Orleans, Louisiana.

Springvale Church recently spent $3000.00
on remodeling, redecorating and refurbishing
the sanctuary.
Noted in the Bridlewood News Bulletin:
"Community Christmas Program"—The area
churches are co-operating in sponsoring a joint
Christmas program on Sunday evening, December 8. Mr. Wagner, drama teacher at the
local high school, has consented to direct
students in a French play (translated into
English, of course), 'Christmas in the Market
Place.' It is a story of how some Gypsies used
their vivid imagination to enact the age-old
story of the Nativity.
Many congregations in Canada celebrated
Thanksgiving October 14, 1968. The Bertie
congregation of Stevensville, Ontario had a
"Harvest Time" service Sunday, October 13.
The floral committee arranged a beautiful
scene for the morning service and the Crusaders were in charge of the evening service
with a display of harvest. The Harold Nigh
family from Niagara Christian College very
graphically portrayed a typical Thanksgiving
in Canada. Hearts were challenged as the
need around the world was given in their
presentation.

have given many years of faithful service to
the church. They served in tent work for fourteen summers, Brother Martin served on Messiah College Board for Trustees for twentyfive years, and as secretary of the Atlantic
Conference Finance Commission for ten years.
They are the parents of two sons, Musser M.
Martin, Grantham, Pa., and Rev. J. Earl
Martin, Jr., currently serving as pastor of the
Mt. Pleasant Church. They have a foster
daughter, Mrs. Charles Ware, Woodburn, Indiana, seven grandchildren and a great-granddaughter.

An active and fruitful ministry has been
theirs. Approximately 100 funerals were conducted and around 50 weddings solemnized.
A new church and parsonage have been built
during their ministry, which are free of debt.
Three children have graced this marriage:
Rosalie, who teaches school in the Sandusky
area, Elsie, who is a nurse in the McKenzie
Hospital, Sandusky, and David who is completing his I-W service at Messiah College.

CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. and Mrs. Melvin Stauffer were honored by an Open House at the Mooretown
Brethren in Christ Church, near Sandusky,
Michigan, October 19, in celebration of their
25th wedding anniversary. Bishop Henry

Mr. and Mrs. Eyster were married September 1, 1918, in the home of Mrs. Eyster's parents, Rev. and Mrs. John Frymire. They are
members of the Brethren in Christ Church,
Thamas, Oklahoma.
October 20, 1968 was "Beef for Relief"
Sunday at the Abilene Brethren in Christ
Church, Abilene, Kansas when the church
board decided to give $75.00 to this cause.
This from the Abilene bulletin for November 3, 1968: "We rejoice in the Lord for the
way He has helped us in our decision to
purchase and build on the lot at 11th and
Buckeye."
W o r d has been received that the Bethel
Church, Abilene, Kansas, merged with the
Abilene Church, November 3, being their last
day for services in the Bethel Church. The
Abilene brethren gave a hearty welcome to
the members of the Bethel congregation.
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Schneider performed the wedding ceremony
October 2 1 , 1943 and they assumed the Mooretown pastorate November l s 1943.

PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
The Upland Church, having reached an
all time high of 499 in their Sunday school
attendance during October, are meeting with
the difficulty of providing class room space
for everybody. Some are meeting an the stage,
some in their fireside room, and screens are
used to help separate the classes.

Bfotki
ADOLINI—Paul Charles, born October 2 1 ,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Paul Adolini, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Evangelical Visitor

ALLEMAN—Brian David, born August 22,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Alleman, Green
Spring congregation, Newville, Pa.
APPLEBY—Amy Louise, b o m October 27,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Appleby, Neelyton, Pa., members of the Spring Hope congregation, Pa.
LUDWIG—Beth Marie, b o m November 11,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Ludwig, Montoursville congregation, Pa.
MILLER—Trudy Ann, bom October 7, 1968
to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Miller, Montgomery
congregation, Pa.
RENNINGER—Donna Kay, b o m August 11,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Renninger,
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
RUSSELL—Gary Lee, born October 5, 1968
to Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Russell, Green Spring
congregation, Newville, Pa.
STARR—Randy Eugene, born September 13,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Starr, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
THRUSH—Keith Allen, b o m October 2 1 ,
1968 to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Thrush,
Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
WENGER—Robert Dean, b o m May 11, 1966,
adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Virgil D. Wenger,
Abilene congregation, Kansas, 1968.
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BRADY-SHADY—Miss Connie Louise Shady,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Shady, Coleman, Michigan, became tire bride of Mr. Leon
Gerald Brady, son of Mr. and Mrs. Warren
Brady, Goodrich, Michigan, November 2,
1968' in the Coleman Wesleyan Church with
Rev. Vernon Draggoo and Rev. Roy Rummage
officiating.
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CROOKS—George D . Crooks, son of Leland
and Ella Martin Crooks, was born April 24,
1884, passed away at the Bruns Nursing Home
at West Alexandria, Ohio, October 2 1 , 1968.
On January 15, 1908 he was united in marriage to Minnie Nutz of Randolph Township.
A daughter Hazel Viola was born to this
home but the mother passed away the same
year, 1909.
April 9, 1916, he was married to Maude
Etter. Three children were bom to this union:
a son, Paul and two daughters, Martha and
Mabel. A foster daughter came into the home
at this time—Dorothy. The mother passed
away in 1953.
June 12, 1955 he was married to Mrs.
Rosella Weimer of Englewood, Ohio. He was
received into membership into the Fairview
Brethren in Christ Church November 6, 1959.
Besides his wife and four children he is
survived by nine grandchildren, four greatgrandchildren, one foster daughter and her
four children and eight grandchildren; also
three sisters, one brother and two step daughters.
Funeral services were held at the Fairview
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ralph
E. Palmer and Rev. Ohmer U. Herr in charge.
Interment was made in the Fairview Cemetery.

LAMBERT—Mrs. Annie Lambert was b o m
January 5, 1892 in Wainfleet, Ontario, passed
away October 3 1 , 1968. She was converted
at the age of thirteen and united with the
Brethren in Christ Church at Wainfleet. She
is survived by one daughter, one grandson,
three brothers and two sisters. Her husband,
Lome Lambert predeceased her in January,
1963.
Funeral services were conducted by her
pastor, Rev. Edward Gilmore in the Wainfleet Church. Interment was in the Maple
Lawn Cemetery.
MILLER—Mrs. Myrtle Miller was born April
9, 1884 in St. Joseph County, Indiana and
passed away on September 27, 1968 in the
Elkhart General Hospital.
She accepted Christ early in life and was
a member of the Christian Church in South
Bend, Indiana. After moving to the Locke
community she attended the Village Church.
She is survived by a son, Lamar, whose two
daughters, Karen and Kathy Miller, are members of the Nappanee Brethren in Christ
Church.
The funeral service was conducted at the
Yoder Funeral Home Sunday, September 29,
1968 with Pastor Earl Engle in charge. Interment in the South Union Cemetery.

UPLAND LADIES PUBLISH COOKBOOK

PECKMAN-SHAFFER—Miss Nancy Irene Shaffer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Shaffer,
St. Thomas, Pa., became the bride of Mr.
Gerald Nelson Peckman, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Lester Peckman, Chambersburg, P a , October
5, 1968, in the Brethren in Christ Church,
Chambersburg, Pa.
Officiating were Rev.
Charles Kuhns of St. Thomas and Rev. Charles
Rife of Chambersburg, Pa.
ROBINSON-NEWTON—Miss Gwen Newton and
Mr. Gordon Robinson of the O i k Ridgss congregation, were united in marriage October
12, 1988 in the Brethren in Christ Church,
Oak Ridges, Ontario with Rev. Roy W. Nigh
officiating.
SUMMERS-JOHNSON — Miss Lois Johnson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Johnson,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Mr. Theodore Summers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Summers of Hustontown, Pa., were united in marriage June 15,
1968 in the Mt. Rock Church, Pastor Harry
Bert officiating.
WALTER-HOOVER — Miss Julianne Hoover,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hoover,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Mr. Carl Walter,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Walter, of the
Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church, were
united in marriage June 1, 1968 in the First
United Methodist Church in Chambersburg,
Pa., by Rev. Robert Reasey, pastor of the
church.
WATSON-BURKHOLDER — Miss Barbara Ellen
Watson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph P.
Watson, Shippensburg, Pa., became the bride
of Mr. Harry Leroy Burkholder, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Burkholder, September 2 1 ,
1968 at the Green Spring Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. John Rosenberry officiated.

December 2,1968

Mrs. Dwight Goins holds a copy of the cookbook compiled by the ladies of the Upland
Congregation. With Mrs. Goins are Miriam Bowers, Mrs. Ray Stump and Mrs. Donald Feaster.
The Upland Church ladies during the past
year have accumulated over 600 favorite and
unique recipes to combine their cookbook.
Two hundred and thirty pages of delightful
recipes, each with the name of the donor
attached.
Miss Miriam Bowers, assisted by Mrs.
Dwight Goins, Mrs. Ray Stump, and Mrs.
Donald Feaster prepared the book for editing
and compiled it for presentation to the ladies
in the Upland area.
Many of the recipes in the book were featured at the recent Harvest Food Festival
held in the Upland Church Fellowship Hall.
More than 500 church and community ladies
and men sampled salads, casseroles, desserts,

appetizers, Pennsylvania Dutch dishes and
other specialties. It was a leisurely afternoon
and the Festival provided opportunity to get
acquainted with our community. Many folks
said this was the first occasion they had to
visit the Upland congregation. The fellowship,
the goodwill and the opportunity to invite
them to worship made this a wonderful occasion.
A limited supply of the Cookbooks are
available for general distribution at a cost
of $2.75. Persons interested may write to:
Women's Fellowship Cookbook
Upland Brethren in Christ Church
845 West Arrow Highway
Upland, Calif. 91786
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Campus Crusade Reaffirms Evangelism Goals
( E P ) - A n n o u n c i n g an adjustment in the
supervisory staff of Campus Crusade for
Christ International, its president has reaffirmed the agency's goal of 10,000 staff members by 1976.
Dr. William R. Bright, founder of the fastgrowing organization of collegiate evangelists,
said there are currently 1,500 full time workers in 40 countries majoring in evangelistic endeavors geared to raising up a standard for
the Lord Jesus Christ a n college campuses.
Schools Still Ignoring Court
"Invitation" To Teach Religion
Most American schools are ignoring the
Supreme Court's invitation to teach objectively
about religion.
This finding by United Press International
recalls the decision that while governmentsponsored acts of worship violate the constitutional guarantee of religious liberty, there
is no legal barrier to "study the Bible or religion," if such a study is presented objectively
as part of a secular program of education.
The ruling means that any public school is
free to offer academic courses in which students get acquainted with the Bible as one
of the world's greatest masterpieces of literature, or make a comparative study of the
various religious traditions that have helped
to shape American history.
1,000 Tons of Paper Purchased by
World Literature Crusade
World Literature Crusade has purchased
1,000 tons of paper for its 1969 literature ministries around the world, according to W L C
president Jack McAlister.
"The significance of the purchase is not
the tonnage but the fact that it will enable
W L C to place gospel booklets in homes where
more than 300 million people live," Dr. McAlister said.
The paper was obtained in Hong Kong
from an India company for WLC's "Every
Home Crusade" supervised by some 800 full
time staff members.
Third "Commonweal Papers'
Devoted To "Holy Spirit"
The phenomenon ,of the Pentecostal movement developing within the Catholic and historic Protestant Churches is discussed in a
special isue of Commonweal magazine, weekly
edited and published by Catholic laymen.
The Nov. 8 issue featured the third set of
"Commonweal Papers," devoted to the Holy
Spirit. Earlier "Commonweal Papers" had
discussed the topics of God and Jesus Christ.
Several noted writers contributed to the latest
collection.
Catholic Pentecostals, he added, generally
encounter less hostility from their church
• leaders than Protestant Pentecostals in their
respective Churches.
Conservative Predicts Split
In Presbyterian, U.S., Church
A liberal-conservative schism is inevitable
in the million-member Presbyterian Church
in the U. S. (Southern), a leader of a conservative Presbyterian laymen's group predicted.
Kenneth S. Keyes, president of Concerned
Presbyterians, Inc., said a split in the century-
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old denomination "is bound to happen within
the next few years."
Conservative and liberal factions within the
denomination, centered in the 16 southern and
southwestern states, "are on a collision course,"
he declared.
Mr. Keyes described the conservatives as
church members who "believe that the primary mission of the church is to lead the lost
to Christ and encourage believers to surrender themselves more fully and completely
to Him."
The liberals, he claimed, "take the position
that the church's chief function is to become
involved in social, economic and political
matters."
Warning Light Too "Worldly"
Amish Tell Indiana Governor
Amish residents of Orange County in Southern Indiana, by appealing to Gov. Roger
Branigin, have forced a temporary suspension
of state traffic laws requiring slow-moving
vehicles to be marked with luminous triangles.
The Amish, because their religious views
bar association with "worldly" goods, objected
to the color of the markings, according to
Capt. James Peva, State Police legal officer.
The bright orange triangles, reflecting brilliantly when struck by car headlights, are
designed to warn motorists overtaking slow
moving vehicles.
Zambia Welcomes Friends
PHILADELPHIA ( E P ) - The American
Friends Service Committee has announced the
signing of an agreement with the Zambian
government to begin a self-help housing program in Zambia.
"It is most significant that we have been
able to sign such an agreement with Zambia,
since only one other U.S. private agency is
operating there," an AFSC spokesman said.
The Quaker service organization has proposed a three-year demonstration program to
relieve the housing needs caused by mass migration from villages to industrial centers. The
project site will be in the town of Kafue, a
planned industrial center in the southern part
of the country.
Churchmen Laud WCC's Decision
To Continue As "Movement"
Protestant church leaders from three continents praised the World Council of Churches
in New York for resisting pressure to become
an "institution" and remaining instead a
"movement" with freedom to range into diverse areas.
Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union
Theological Seminary, stressed the "very great
importance of the conferences and commissions
that are called into being (by the W C C ) and
asked to speak for themselves. These bodies
have the responsibility to speak not for the
churches but to the churches."
Nigerians Mark Centennial
Of T h e "Efik" Bible
The centenary of the Efik Bible, the first
Nigerian language Bible is being celebrated
in Lagos, Nigeria.
Efik is the language spoken by the people
of the Calabar area of Nigeria. Because there
has been fierce fighting there, the Nigerian
Bible Society has had to limit its celebrations
to Lagos, the capital.
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New Reading Room Opened in Hong Kong
Kowloon, Hong Kong—A new reading room
was recently opened at the Mennonite Central
Committee center in Lo F u Ngam Resettlement Estate, Hong Kong. Located in the room
used as a kitchen for the school lunch program
formerly operated by MCC, the new facility
is equipped with study tables to accommodate
30 students, chairs for an additional 15 readers,
and a small library.
The Popular Reading Room, as it is formally
named, provides space and supervision for
students u p to 18 years to do their out of
school studying. Because of extremely crowded
living conditions in Hong Kong, there is a
great need for public facilities of this type.
The need is even greater in resettlement
estates.
Resettlement estates are government housing projects built to accommodate the hundreds of thousands of people who came from
China since 1950 in search of a better life. To
date over one million people have been housed
under this program. Lo Fu Ngam, the estate
where MCC is located, is relatively small,
with only 37,000 people living in an area of
less than one-quarter square mile.
In Lo F u Ngam, the average apartment
is a room 10' x 12' in size. The minimum
number of occupants of such a room is five
adults, with a child less than 10 being considered as half an adult. It is not uncommon
for eight or more people to call such a room
home. Little wonder that children have difficulty finding a suitable space to do their
homework.
Many of the families of Lo Fu Ngam face
a bleak and uncertain future in survival-ofthe-fittest Hong Kong. They possess no skill
suitable for a modern urban society and have
no opportunities to acquire one. Often their
only hope lies in the successful education of
their children. The MCC Popular Reading
Room will bring this goal a bit closer for
some of these families.
Singapore Congress
Draws 1,100 Churchmen
The Asia-South Pacific Congress on Evangelism opened in Singapore on November 5,
with about 1,100 churchmen gathering from
25 countries in this island state's new Conference Hall.
Outside on the front of the Hall, in huge
brilliant red letters on a 160 foot long banner,
is proclaimed the theme of the Congress to
all who pass along Shenton Way: "CHRIST
SEEKS ASIA."
The Congress began without the presence of
its Honorary Chairman, Dr. Billy Graham
who was unable to be present because of his
health.
Opening the Congress was Anglican Bishop
Dr. Chandu Ray of Karachi, West Pakistan.
H e called for a "new unity" with all Christians in the evangelizing of Asia.
He said that the Church in the world
today is the church among many nations and
races and that all Christians everywhere are
called to tell their nations about Christ. H e
added that all Christian groups belong together as those bound by this call of a
common task.
"We cannot divide this common task of proclaiming the Gospel and do it separately," h e
told the Congress audience. "The task is indivisible, since the nation and the life of a
nation is indivisible."
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